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I once thought that UAmi Fritz* of Erckmann-Chatrian, as staged and acted at the Comedie Fran-faise in Paris, was the most perfect " play of a period," a purely pastoral and idyllic play, that had ever been seen on any stage. John Hare went " one better " with Olivia. The play was an exact and faithful reproduction of one of the most graceful and picturesque periods of Old England. The exact period of the Vicar of Wakefield might have had its disadvantages : there were no railways ; gas and electric light were unknown quantities; there were no hurrying or scurrying, no bustle 105